


The paper discuses evidence-base approach to policy making in general and e-learning in
particular. E-learning is understood as a subset of distance education both in theory and
in practice. The discussion considers the functions of a policy in general and in e-learning
as a tool for enhancing managerial decision making. From the discussions, merits and
demerits the theoretical issues of evidence-based approach to policymaking are
considered. Even so, evidence-based policy process closes the gap, which sometimes
becomes apparent between what is known on the one hand, and what is practiced on
the other. Moreover, evidence-based approach potentially avoids or at least minimizes
the chances of policy failures on e-learning programmes. The on-going Kenyatta
University e-learning Marsabit Project targeting female teachers is used to illustrate how
evidence-based policy orientation is helping to detect and correct e-learning policy at
micro-level. In many ways, The Marsabit Project is evidence-led. In many in many
respects, this has evolutionary characteristics that are turning out to be very different
from the mainstream of Kenyatta University’s e-learning policy and practice.
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FIGURE 1- Evidence-Based Policy in Contrast With Opinion based policy



Table 1 E-LEARNING INITIATIVES THAT FAILED

mn spent
operation
UK E-University UK 2000- 4 £50M | Political University
2004
United States Open | USA&UK | 1998- 4 $27M | Institutional | University
University 2002
Alliance for USA&UK | 2000- i $12M | Consortium | Further
Lifelong Learning 2006 education
NEKN Norway 2000- 2 €7- Political All levels
2002 1401
IT Fornebu Norway 1998- 3 €901 Political Further
2001 education
Scottish Knowledge | UK 1997- 5 £5 75M | Consortium | University
2002
California Virmal UsA 1997- 2 $6M Political Further
University 1999 Consortium | education
The Scottish UK 2002- 3 £2.3M | Political University
Interactive 2007
University
Bednftsuniversitetet | Norway 2000- 3 £2M Consortium | Further
2003 education
SWI Hungary | 1999- G 777 Institutional | All levels

- . “Failure to meet this criterion can be found in the Alliance for Lifelong
Learning, the California Virtual University, IT Firebug Notation, Bedriftsuniversitetet, Scottish
Knowledge, the Scottish Interactive University, the United Kingdom e-University and the Open
University of the United States. New e-learning initiatives need to keep their feet on the
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ground. They need to commission scientific market research. This is especially true if their
desired market is outside their home economy, for example in Africa or Asia.”

Functions of an institutional policy on E-learning
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Marsabit e-learning Pilot Project for Muslim Female Teachers
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Methodology Basics: The details of sound Evaluation.

Evaluation
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