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ABSTRACT
The basic objective of research is to extend the frontiers of knowledge and
universities as centres for producing and disseminating knowledge take research as
basic to-their roles in society. Beyond moving the frontiers of knowledge forward,
research contributes significantly to human development and progress worldwide.
Connecting research to community service are the needs for dissemination,
utilization and commercialization. This study aims at obtaining empirical data on
research dissemination, utilization and commercialization from academic staffs of
the University of Ilorin in the central regions of Nigeria. It is a case study which
specifically addressed research questions on the media through which academic
staffs of the university disseminate their research reports, whether problems exist
in dissemination, whether they develop research outcomes for utilization and
problems encountered 'in the process and whether they commercialize their
research outcomes. It was found that less than 60% of the sampled academic staff
disseminate their research by means of school based seminar, conferences and
journal publications in that order.
The least popularly used media of
dissemination are bulletins/magazines, followed by public lecture and occasional
publications.
It was also found the respondents give more attention to
dissemination than utilization and commercialization.
About 33% of the
respondents experience problems in research dissemination while 72% do not
engage in the development of research outcomes for use.
The attention on
dissemination could be traced to the need for career advancement. It was
recommended that more attention should be given to development to promote
utilization and commercialization activities and thereby engender societal
development.
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Introduction
Academic staffs of tertiary institutions are statutorily expected to engage in
research not only to achieve teaching objectives but also to enrich the process of
societal development. Apart from this, research is embarked upon to extend the
frontiers of knowledge. Countries that are interested in development expend huge
sums of money annually in collaborative efforts among tertiary institutions,
research centres and public or private organizations. In Nigerian Universities,
there is budget for research through the Senate Research Grant Individual
academics spend some money to carry out research while a few get research grants
from international organizations and research sponsoring bodies outside the
country. At the United Nations summit in 2000, nations were committed to focus
on economic and social cooperation on the achievement of eight Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs) by 2015. Goals and targets were set for environment,
improvement of maternal and child health, universal education, checking mortality
rate and partnerships for development. All these eight goals are concerned with
development. It should be noted however that development may not take place
unless research as to where we are, where we want to go and how we will get
there.
The policy on education in Nigeria stipulates, among others, that tertiary
institutions are to contribute to national development through high level manpower
training promotion of scholarship and development of the intellectual capability of
individuals (FRN 2004 p.36). The goals are to be pursued through teaching,
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research, development and community service. The pursuit of research and
development activities by tertiary institutions in Nigeria derives from this mandate
and the tradition of universities as centres for research and community
development all over the world.
The education, health, power, agriculture, defence, governance and politics,
transportation, space and information technology have centres established for
research and development activities.

These are expected to collaborate with

tertiary institutions to pursue different objectives aimed at developing the
immediate environment and the world at large. In the education sector however,
the Nigerian Educational Research and Development Council (NERDC) stands
out as one such body to promote development in the field.
In the process of conducting research, academics are faced with many
challenges. Among which are funding, accountability, ethics, quality and the
attitude of academics towards research. Involvement in research brings the
academics face to face with the challenges research dissemination, utilization and
commercialization.

Research can only thrive when these three challenges are

squarely faced by academics.
Dissemination is a system of distribution of information or knowledge
through a variety of ways to potential users or beneficiaries (Federal Register
p.5712). Dissemination can start by documentation or distribution of activities
such as the publication of paper-based products in the form of slides, books,
monographs or other such scholarly papers. Research utilization on the otherhand
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has to do with purpose and impact. It addresses the question of why we want
people to get the research outcomes, what people will make from the research
outcomes and how such will be used.
The

development

approach

to

research

harmonizes

together

the

dissemination and utilization. It specifies purpose and impact utilization cycle
which links the source with the end users as represented in Figure 1 below.

The Model in Figure 1 above incorporates intended users' needs, contexts and
readiness for change in the new research-based knowledge. Any successful
utilization model must rely on effective and well-defined interaction between basic
process elements of the potential user, the content of the message, the context
required to obtain the message, the medium of the message, and the source of the
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message/research result.

These core elements that strongly influence the

effectiveness of utilization efforts are:
Source - where does the research information come from'
Content - what is the research information about?
Context - how does the research information relate to existing knowledge
or product?
Medium - how can I get the research information?
User - how can I benefit from this research information?
Commercializing, depends on extent of development because prototype
must be available. Seminars would then be organized where training would give a

must be continually guided by access to research

findings

to engender

development. The
In recognition of the need to connect research with practice, UNESCO
organized an expert meeting on utilization of ICT for Higher Education in Asia
and the Pacific in 2007. The objective was to promote collaboration in research. It
was agreed that collaboration and information sharing are necessary to increase
utilization of ICT networks for research. It was expected that ICT would benefit
from this greatly as practice would then be based on research and development
activities.
Makokha, Nduati and Kamau (1998) investigated existing programmes for
HIV/AIDS prevention and control at the grassroots level. In order to make
practitioners adopt research findings on HIV/AIDS, a workshop was organized to
provide a forum for researchers and district level health managers. This produced
positive results on district level activities after nine months.
Against this background, it is necessary to find out whether academic staffs
of universities in Nigeria actively engage in research and development activities
that incorporate practitioners and end users. The environment that subsists should
be explored to obtain basic information on the issues of dissemination, utilization
and commercialization. The following specific research questions will therefore
be addressed by this study:
1. Through what media do academic staffs of the university disseminate their
research reports'?
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2. Do university staffs have problems in the dissemination of then research
and what are they'?
3. Do academic staffs develop their research outcomes for utilization?
4. What are the problems of research utilization encountered by university
staff?
5. Do academic staffs commercialize their research outcomes?
Methodology
Case study is a type of research that focuses on a unit for

Results and Discussion
The commonly used media of research dissemination was the first question
addressed in this study.

Ten possible research outlets were presented to the

sampled academic staffs. The proportions of the sampled academic staff using
these outlets are presented in the summary in Table 1 below:

in that order. It found that more than 60% of the sampled academic staff indicated
that they use these media for releasing their research outcomes. This trend could
be understandable because one of the primary assignments of academic stall's in
the university is teaching at both the undergraduate and postgraduate levels. The
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media chosen for dissemination however do not stand the chance of igniting
development. It was also found as shown in Table 1 that the least popular media
for

research

dissemination

among

the

university's

academic

staff

are

bulletins/magazines, followed by public lecture and occasional publications in that
order. The observed pattern of research dissemination could be attributed to the
complementary roles of teaching which the university job requires in addition to
research and some of the least patronized media of dissemination are hardly
available for instructional uses in the university. The interviewed academic staff
attributed the preferred media for disseminating research outcomes to the
eagerness to get research published to meet requirements for career advancement.
This was called the publish or perish syndrome existing in our tertiary institutions.
To further probe into the extent to which the academic staffs engage in
dissemination, they were asked to indicate the number of research projects they
had concluded within two years of this study for which they had published reports
or papers. The summary of their responses is presented in Table 2 below:
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Table 2 shows that most of the academic staffs are actively involved in research
publication. The highest proportion (38%) have published 4-6 papers within two
years while 23% published ten papers and above. However, some 5% had no
published paper within two years.

The second research question addressed in this study was to find out whether
university staffs have problems in the dissemination of their research and what are
they.

To answer this research question, respondents were asked to indicate

whether they have problems with dissemination of research outcomes. Table 3 is
a summary of their responses:
Table 3:

Respondents' Indication of Problems in Research Dissemination

The third research question answered in this study is whether university
staffs develop their research outcomes for utilization.

Their responses arc

presented in Table 4 below:

Less than 30% of the academic staff of the university had developed research
outcomes for use. There are indications that researchers in the university tend to
commit themselves more to research than development activities. Whereas it may
be assumed that cither end users or development agencies that are aware of
research outcomes should take up the utilization, 67% of the respondents indicated
that end users do not have access to the research reports published by them. This
means that the reports have targeted only the research community as consumers of
their product.

There is no assurance that even the end users who access the

publications of the remaining 33% of the publications of the academic staff are
able to develop such outcomes for use. This tends to reinforce the general feeling
that researchers in the university dwell more on theory development than bother
with the practical uses to which their research outcomes could be put into. There
is definitely the double dilemma of feeding the research community with the
outcomes of studies conducted by them or getting the ideas developed for use.
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Despite the fact that the outcomes of several of the studies conducted by these
researchers could be beneficial, the effort, time and time required could hardly be
accommodated within the schedule of the regular academician. A d eliberate effort
is definitely required in this direction.

Another question to which answers were sought relate to the problems
encountered by university academic staff in research utilization. A major problem
noted among the respondents who indicated that they had developed components
of their research outcomes for use is that such activity was privately funded by
most of the researchers themselves.

Among those who indicated that they did not

develop their research outcomes for use, lack of fund was the chief reason for it.
Interactions with those who were interviewed also showed that funding is a major
need for research development and use. It was also found that except funds could
easily be accessed for this purpose, university based researchers could hardly
finance that from their personal emoluments.

In addition, development agents

hardly could access research outcomes published by university academics. A gap
therefore appears to be existing between research outcomes and their utilization.

The fifth research question addressed by this study is whether academic
staff of the university have commercialized any component of their research
outcomes.

The responses of the sampled academic staff to the question on
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whether they have commercialized their research outcomes are summarized in
Table 5 below:

Less than 10% of the academic staff of the university had commercialized the
outcomes of their research.

It is clear that research outcomes of many fields of

science, the social sciences, humanities and education are not amendable to
commercialization. Researchers in such areas therefore hardly commit themselves
to the prospects of commercializing.

Apart from this, development is a logical

first step to commercialization. If there are low development act:vities as has been
found in this study, it follows that commercialization would tend to be low.

Conclusion
The university system studied had been found to be an environment
thriving in research but low on development and commercialization activities.
Dissemination of research outcomes had also been highly pursued while the
opportunities available for end users and development agencies to access these
have been limited. Deliberate steps have to be taken to give vent to converting the
numerous research outcomes to useful ends for societal and world development.

Collaborative efforts are required in this direction so that our university could
actively produce knowledge as is expected of them. This would also radicate the
general feeling that most of the knowledge produced are just for the sake of
knowledge.
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